SUA - Warning Area
Warning Areas alert pilots to possible hazards offshore, beyond the U.S.
territorial limits. Since they are in international airspace, they aren't really
controlled by ATC. They warn us of airborne threats to flight safety, such as highspeed military rocket or gun firing. Look on the flap of the sectional chart for
active times and altitudes.

© 2006 Joseph J. Zubay

09/21/09

Page 1 of 1 Pages

SUA – Alert Area
Alert areas are shown on aeronautical charts to warn you of high volume pilot
training or an unusual type of aerial activity, such as glider towing or parachute
jumping. All pilots in Alert Areas are responsible for avoiding collisions.

© 2006 Joseph J. Zubay

09/21/09

Page 1 of 1 Pages

SUA – Restricted Area
Restricted Areas are similar to Prohibited Areas, from the pilot’s perspective.
One difference is that Restricted Areas usually mean airborne threats to flight
safety, such as high-speed military rocket or gun firing maneuvers or tethered
high-altitude balloons. Since these hazards are not always present, Restricted
Areas may only be active at certain times. When they are not in use, no
clearance or permission is required to fly through them.
If an IFR clearance sends you through a Restricted Area, either ATC has already
made sure the area is inactive for you, or they are coordinating traffic within the
area. On an IFR clearance, we need no further clearance through a Restricted
Area.
When flying VFR, we can determine the times of use by looking on the flap of the
sectional or WAC chart. For each Restricted Area on the chart, the controlling
agency is listed on the flap, along with the location, altitudes, and times of use.
We can also call the controlling agency of the Restricted Area for permission to
fly through.
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SUA - Military Operations Area
When you see this hatching around a Military Operations Area (MOA) on your
chart, you know that military aircraft use that airspace for what the FAA calls
"abrupt or acrobatic maneuvers." If you’re not sure what that means, rent the
movie "Top Gun" to see some great examples. Check the flap of your sectional
or WAC chart to find the altitudes involved, and to see when the MOA is active.
You should also call a flight service station to check on whether the area is active
or not, since the status may change several times a day. Avoidance of an active
MOA is prudent. If you must fly through an MOA when it is active, you must be
very alert and attentive to preclude involvement in a mid-air collision.
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SUA – Prohibited Area
You can think of Prohibited Areas as our very own "No-Fly Zones." They are
active all the time. Look on the flap of a sectional or WAC chart to see where
they top out. Although it is theoretically possible to get permission to fly through,
in real life most of us should simply avoid the Prohibited Area unless we have a
good reason to be in it. The controlling agency will also be shown on the chart
flap.
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SUA – Air Defense Identification Zone
(ADIZ)
An Air Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ) is placed to assist our military forces
the DEA & US Customs in their efforts to protect our country from airborne
attack, illegal trade, interception of contraband etc. Before penetrating an ADIZ
inbound to the USA, an IFR or a DVFR flight plan must be filed, activated and
followed with accurate estimated time of penetration to assure that you are not
intercepted and forced to land at an airport which you had no plans to visit.

SUA – Wildlife Refuge Area
Pilots are requested to avoid getting too near a Wildlife Refuge Area. When
flying over a charted wildlife refuge, a minimum altitude of 2000’ AGL is
requested.
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SUA – National Security Area
Certain facilities on the ground require increased security and safety — for
example, nuclear research and weapons facilities. National Security Areas are
established to discourage pilots from flying near them below a certain altitude. A
wide magenta dashed line shows boundaries.
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SUA - Military Training Routes
Until the 1980s, Military Training Routes (MTRs) were not shown on civilian
aeronautical charts. Pilots mostly depended on copies of DOD charts posted on
walls in FBOs to avoid the routes, which were then called Oil Burner or Heavy
Wagon routes. Today, MTRs are shown as narrow gray lines on sectional charts.

The route designation tells you a little about the altitudes and type of flying
involved on the route. Four-digit numbers mean the whole route is flown below
1,500 feet AGL. Routes that have at least one segment above 1,500 feet will
have a three-digit identifier. And VR and IR mean visual and instrument routes,
respectively. It’s worth mentioning that the VFR minimums for military pilots flying
MTRs are five miles and 3,000 feet, regardless of the class of airspace.
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SUA – Other Special Areas
Section 91.143 prohibits pilots from getting too near space flight operations such
as launches and recoveries. These restrictions are announced by NOTAM
several hours before the operations.

The FAA may also restrict flight in areas where incidents or events might create a
hazard to disaster relief aircraft, or where sightseeing might lead to unsafe air
traffic congestion.
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